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Hello Friends,  

Iôm delighted to be writing to you with the theme of new 
beginnings in mind, as I imagine all the possibilities of 
beginning a new ministry in a new place, with lots to look 
forward to.  

Those of us in clergy households move relatively often, 
especially in the first few years; thereôs a move to college, a 
move to take up a curacy - usually two years - and a move to 
the appointment that follows. Youôd think, wouldnôt you, that 
weôd have the process streamlined? Every move carries the 
promise of a new beginning, but we tend to want to hang on 
to the old as well. I have soft toys from my babyhood, a 
treasured puzzle, favourite childrenôs books, letters from my 
grandmother. Of course these things get packed up and 
come with me, but I try to look hard at what I can let go. How 
can I begin again if my life is cluttered with stuff I donôt need?  

I am intensely interested in the phenomenon of hoarding, perhaps because it is a 
tendency that troubles some family members whom I love very much. Hoardingôs 
sufferers are often creative and intelligent people, because they see the possibilities 
and potential in absolutely everything. I can relate to that! I save every paperclip, every 
safety pin, every stamp from a letter - for the Anglican Missions Board, of course. I 
foolishly accepted a lanyard from the Livestock Improvement Corporation at the last 
Fieldays I attended. Turns out I have no use for it whatsoever, but I canôt throw it out, 
because itôs not rubbish ï itôs as good as new! I plan to put it in an envelope and post it 
back to LIC with my thanks. By the time youôre reading this, Iôll have begun as your new 
vicar and youôll be able to ask me whether I really did!  

But if I pore over every item that way, I will get bogged down in the minutiae and be 
unable to move on, and this is what happens in homes that are severely compromised 
by hoarding. One thing psychologists have learned about hoarding disorder - itôs 
officially a disorder in its own right now - is that itôs extremely difficult to offer assistance 
to sufferers, even if their hoarding has created a very serious situation. Hoarders often 
want more room, or a better categorising system, or help with repairing items, but they 
donôt want to throw things away. Onlookers who say, ñItôs just junk!ò are not experienced 
as helpful.  

This is why the confession we make in our prayer services is so precious. Every time 
we confess our failings and our weaknesses, with regret and sorrow, we are offering 
them to God and giving them up. Repentance means saying ñThis thing Iôve been 
doing, it does not serve me well, and it cuts me off from othersò. Sometimes we make a 
personal confession -ñI really messed up, Lord, and I canôt get it off my mind,ò- but we 
are also invited to a corporate confession: the things we do collectively, selfishly or in 
ignorance. Our devastating environmental impact is one such sin and the changes we 
must make have to be tackled together as well.  

The beauty of Godôs promises is that we are forgiven ï we can leave the accumulations 
of our guilt or bad habits with God and walk away unencumbered by them. The lovely 
promise from 1 Peter comes to mind: Cast all your anxiety on God, who cares for you. 
In Christ, we can always say sorry, and begin again.  

What a huge comfort it is to know that we have all the fresh starts we need.  

Ma Te Atua koutou e manaaki, may God bless you in your new beginnings; may they 
be rich with freedom and hope.  

Ellen 
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Welcome to Revõd Ellen Bernstein 

Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum: Habemus Pastorem! 
We announce with great joy: We have a new Pastor! 

It is with these famous words, and with the 
aforementioned great joy, that we warmly welcome our 
new vicar, the Revôd Ellen Bernstein, and her husband 
Noel, to our midst following their trip up State Highway 
One and over the Bombay Hills to Warkworth from the 
Diocese of Waikato where all Ellenôs ministry to date has 
occurred; her most recent appointment in that diocese 
was as Vicar of Tamahere. By the time you are reading 
this, Ellenôs Service of Induction will have occurred and 
she will be busy as our pastor.  

Ellenôs appointment comes at an important time in the history of the Parish of 
Warkworth. As we are all aware, Auckland Councilôs High-Level Development 
Strategy has identified Warkworth as one of two satellite towns, meaning it was 
earmarked for significant growth with an anticipated increase in population from 
4,500 in 2015 to 20,000 by 2030. Recently, this figure has been revised upwards and 
is now expected to be 25,000. Obviously, such growth is completely unprecedented 
and we see the mission field that will materialise on our doorstep will be extensive. 
We are a church that values our community and continues to look for new and 
relevant ways to reach out with the love of Jesus, so we must all, with Ellen, be co-
labourers in the vineyard helping to gather in the harvest that we pray God will send 
our way.  

We are excited to be moving forward together into the future, and we know we speak 
for all parishioners when we say that we are looking forward to getting to know Ellen 
and Noel and to sharing in a mutual journey of prayer, worship, and service.  

No reira, e harikoa ana a mǕtou ngakau, kei te hǭkoi ngǕtahi tǕtou i runga i 
ngǕ tikanga wairua a to tǕtou Kaiwhakaora, Ǖ Ihu Karaiti.  Amene. 

(Therefore, with joyful hearts we will share this spiritual journey together in Jesus' 
name. Amen.)   

Cheryl Clague, Peopleôs Warden 
Neil McEnteer, Vicarôs Warden 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday, 19th September   Winter Social Event. Point Wells Croquet  
        Club at 1.00pm. See page 16. 

Sunday, 24th September   Clocks go forward 1 hour at 2.00am. 

Sunday, 1st October    Parish Shared Lunch. See page 10. 

Saturday, 14
th
 October   Organ Concert Chris and Julien Hainsworth, 

        Christ Church 3.00pm. See page 11. 

Saturday, 28th October    Parish Fair. See page 10. 

Thursday, 2nd November   All Soulsõ Day 

Sunday, 3
rd
 December   Advent begins 
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The Induction of Our New Vicar 

On the evening of Thursday 17th August, a full church marked the Induction and 
Installation of our new Vicar, the Revôd Ellen Bernstein, and the formal welcome to her 
along with her husband, Noel. The presence of Bishops Jim White, Te Kito Pikaahu 
and our own John óLazarusô Bluck, along with Archdeacon Carole Hughes, made for a 
colourful occasion, and we were also joined by a number of church leaders and other 
notables from our local community. 

Following a rousing mihi and waiata from the Revôd Ngira Simmonds, Ellen was 
formally presented to Bishop Jim by Jane Manson, one of the Churchwardens of 
Tamahere, her former parish. Ellen was accompanied by several friends and 
parishioners from Tamahere and from the wider Diocese of Waikato who blessed her, 
thanked her for her contribution to their lives, and then commended her to us, her new 
flock. We, the parishioners of the Parish of Warkworth, affirmed our wish to have Ellen 
as our Vicar and then reaffirmed our own commitment to ministry in the service of 
Christ. 

Bishop Jimôs homily, in which he spoke of spiritual friendship, especially as described 
by St. Aelred of Rievaulx, was followed by the presentation to Ellen of symbols of 
ministry: a bible and prayer book; sacramental items: the water of baptism, bread, 
wine, a chalice, and the oil of unction. Ellen responded to the presentation of these 
gifts by committing to working together with us, the parishioners, in ministry in this 
place. 

Ellen was then officially installed as Vicar of Warkworth and presented with her 
Licence to the Cure of Souls in this parish and we joined in prayers for her and for 
ourselves.  

This wonderful service was a great celebration of the beginning of a new ministry here 
in our midst and now we look forward expectantly with hope and trust as we move into 
the future. 

We are grateful to all those who played a part in the service. Thank you also to those 
who provided refreshments as part of the post-service hospitality. We are grateful to 
you all. 

Neil McEnteer 


